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SHOOTING

BY TOMMY NETHERY
A NEWTOWRNE
struck double gold a5 2 memb
land Silhouette shooting
the European Championship and World
Cup competitions staged inthe Czech Re-
public at the end of last month

Maithew Canning, a computer expert,
currently working and living in Dublin,
was & member of the three man Irish
team, which performed beyond all expec.
Lations to see off a steong challenge from
France and Austria.

Over two days of competition the Irish
tricsetak ering standard in the small-
bore rifle (.22) event, with Canning’s per-
sonal best of 31/40 on the first day, setting
Ireland on their way to a memorable vie
fory.

In the end the men in green won by just
five points, from France, who posted a fi-
nal tally of 178, with Austria finishing
third,

“It was fantastic achievement,” said a
delighted Canning. “For a small country
like Ireland it was quite remarkable.
Overall, four of the seven members of the
Ireland squad returned home with gold
medals

“In the small-bore event, myself and
team-mates Nicholas Flood (Dublin) and
Fabian Connolly (Leitrim) had opened up
[ a gap at the end of day one.

Hotshot Matthew Canning, from Newtownstewart, who struck double gold at the Furapean
Championship and World Cuo compatition in the Czech Republic
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Silhouette shooting originated in Mex
icain the 1960s. Ten ter it became
big busing and by 1979 the
shooting o ztal shaped game an
imals made its first appearance in Ire-
land

The small-bore
creasingly popular with competitors
shooting targels upwards on 100 metr

Canning's personal triumph of achicv-
ing European and World Cup glory is all
the more remarkable considering he has
only been competing in the sport for
three years.

As well as winning double gold, the
Newtown man also topped the podium in
his qualification class

{'

European iﬂlamplmshvp and World Cup champions of 2005, the Iraland team of Nicholas

Flood, Fabien Connolly and Tyrons man, Matthew Canning.



